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I Thou rcquesiest my views oq ihc £iibj(?ct of the Aliraculous 
CoDCeptioD, MecinnioD, ami AV>iicinent of Jesus Ohrisiiivhich 
for truth's ajke, I am williog to give ; as '_' here a linle nod 
iherc a little" «f tniaropreseolalion, has been scallered as a 
blasting mill-dew over our land, calciilato'1 ta destroy tbo 
fruits of iho lalmra of the servants of Christiiivho. deapis- 
ing the gain of oppreWon', have nol been ifniiil U) dccIirffV 
lo gathered nsscmblies, tlieir belfbf JQ ilic freciloni of ijttf ■ 
Tnirid of man. as respects his pens^f God and ike things 
■r Cod- If I n-.My apprehended ihoro wero a considerable 
■Amnbet oF our (wtety •ho, in their vieiva, pftre progress-,, 
sing Invi.iriU a disbelief in the Miracmo^ Conccptioil, 9. 
'Hation, and Aronemeni of Joaos Christ, I believe 
tioJi r>f ihe ni^ijiht of the care ihat rists on mo niifeclinff 
die ciMirch.ffould be much increased; aadinf nicuurepfM 
i^iiHf tor tlio lipdj's sskc, bo pretty fast filling tip ; buy 





such spprelieBsiou. Tbo plain Scripture leslImonj'coS' 
cerning the Conceptiun, Birth, Life, Death, and Resurrec- 
tioD of the bpdy of Jesus, I hope will never be iaralidaled 
bjrthe high profeBsing membera of our society. I ^uld 
also bnpc, chat the doctrines of aay conaidorable 
aumber of our society, rei^pecliDg the body and blood of 
Christ, would never be found au assitnilated with the cor- 
rupt doctrines of the church of Home, as scarcely to Gnd a 
^jftinguuhmeoi between iheni. 1 can see no posaibte dif- 
JL ference between a depeudesce for salvation on the mtiterial 
brea^ and ivina offered in the Eucharist, in which the pilgt, 
iguomat, hoodwitfked receiver ia taoKht to believe in the - 
*• real body and blood, io no incompreheosible manner, tran- 
subslantiaied into tho cup, and really abiding in the broad, 
ihe partaking of wbicit, refreshes and strengthens the soul — ' 
and a dependaoce oq the outward oflcring on Calvary. — 
TMs subtle game of iba n^slwriouB -.pplicalioii of temporal 
thitigs to spiritual bodies, of (le^b and blood to soul and spir- 
it, has been for ages too aucces^fally practised on the un- 
learned in the school of Chrisii who, trustiag to blind lead- 
r era, have blindly followed them into the ditch. of polluted 
doctrines; and, in many instances, coni^oquent polluted 
livea ; thereinto being deceived and drawn by some self- 
pleasing, carfial doctrines of outward dependence, which 
, "^no the loss and letting down of our ^n doctrine; exalted) 
docloty, abounds amongst us. I have no more doubt of tfur 
being saved by His blood, th^n I have that, Christ is a prid' 
cijde of life in tho soul of man: al the same time, hbm^ • 
no more beliBf that the matoi iai blued of that ontward body-* ■ 
will have the leastigenry in washing away or atoning for 
one of my sins, or any other of the human family, tlian I have 
that when he told his disciples, ho was tho bread that came 
down 'rom Heaven, Ho bad reference to a visible body. — 
"No other foundation can any man lay than that which is 4 
olread; laid." The foundiitiou of man's salvation from iid, ' 
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and CDUsoquent misery, was laid before Jesus, Moaes, o^ 
Abraliam nas. " Before Abraham was, f am," was the 
teatimony of one that was true, concerning tha Divioity 
wbiell clothed JeeuB and was called " Christ; which wbb alio 
called Emmaauel, the Lord our Righteousness, the Bread 
of Life, Living Water, the Branch, tha Root and Offspring 
of David, tiio Bright and Morniag Star, tlie Word of Trutli, 
the Power of God, the Armor of Righteouenea* on the 
right band and on the left, the Son of Man, a Child Bom, 
the New Man, a Vine, a Door, the Blightj God, the Ever- 
tt^ng Father, the Prince of Peace-" Thus a Divinity is 
i' implied under these different figures or representations, and 
gtill we believe that God remains to be the same indivisible, 
Eternal One, and Christ the same Spirit, Wisdom and 
Power of Uod, which was in the beginning with God, was 
God, a.nd by which all visible and invisible things of God's 
creation are. What shall we say then, of the invisible, in- 
comprehensible Spirit and Power 1 Why, it is God in it- 
self, and " Christ in man." Every ejnanation of this Spirit 
and Power, ia the work of creation and in the work of re- 
generation, from first to last, (speaking after tho manner of 
men) from eternity lo eternity, is Christ, the all creative 
Word, and die unchanging, inexhaustible fountain of this 
Light, Life, Wisdom, and Power is God ; but neither of 
these, (if ihe fountain and the continual flowings can be 
pluralized,) was "made of a woman, made under the law,'' 
as was JesuB of Nazareth, tho son of Marj , who was given 
to the Jews for " a sign," and a true sign of Christ, and was 
declared to bo a prepared Body, a Tabernacle, a Mansion 
for the Wisdom and Power of God which dwelt in it, and 
which was and is Christ ; but was not seen of the Jews 
while in the blindneas of a persecuting spirit, nor ever was 
nor ever will be seen of any but by the spiritual eye, the or- 
gan or perceptive power of the soul, and that Auly when 
Divinely enlightened. For, however perfect tho organ oi 
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outward sight may be, no visiou opens nor is any 

cognizance taken of the least object but through the medium 

of the light of this world ; which, meeting these perceptive 

organs, produces all outward vision ; so the soul of mail, to 
which perceptive powers are given, leading to a knowledge 

of Heavenly things, is equally dependant for all its vision 
on the renewed light of Christ, " the day-spring from on 
high," which no man can command or '* cause to know its 
place"— but which none fail of witnessing in its fullness who 
are faithful to the renewed discoveries of its increasing light, 
which is gradually removing the veil, that seems spread 
over all nations — a veil of fl«sh, of outward dependence — 
which Paul informs us is to be done away in Chris). And 
it is as clear to my mind, at times, as the shining of the sun 
at noon day, that in the reading of Moses, (and not in the 
true knowledge of Christ,) the veil of flesh remains over 
the understanding ; but as there is a turning wholly to the 
Lord, (who is Spirit and not flesh,) this veil is taken away — 
as wholly turning to Spirit is wholly turning from flesh as an 
object of faith and worship. I have no more doubt of the 
Miraculous Concepti6n and appearing of Jesus, as to that 
visible body, than I have of the Miraculous Conception of 
the incorruptible seed and Word of Gk>d in its appear- 
ance in the soul. At the same time, I bo more believe that 
outward, created body to be Christ, tiie Saviour of the 
world, than I believe flesh and Spirit to b^ synonymous terms; 
nor can I conceive these supporters of outwaud atone- 
ment to be any less idolaters .in doctrines than the Jews 
were in practice, when they set up Baal, Ashtaroth, or the 
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golden calves ; or that th^se would have been any less idol 
worshippers had they set up the image of Moses for their 
God. Thou wishiit my views respecting die MtdiaHm of 
Christ. Lean freely testify ray belief that theii6 !s no bthisr 
Mediator between Ood and mah but tho «> iMiAh Cfiri!»i Jesus ;" 
both which terms are to bft undbrstooct kt aeiM^ ptaees^ to 



signify th^ «ame» and stand for Christ the invisihie Word, 
and in this ^ace, undoubtedly signifies the hidden or new 
man of the heart ; a Spiritualt not a natural body ; a prin- 
dj^e of Life, not a composition of earthly substance^ 
soon to»be dissolved. In the figure given by Moses respect- 
ing the condition of man, both in a state of innocence and 
under transgression, we find him in the former condition 
placed in Paradise, yjrhen the " Tree of Life" was of easy, 
daily access: no walls of partition between him and. his 
Creator— no Redeemer but a present God. Not so, when 
his actual transgression had separated him from the '^ Tree 
of Life." A sword was necessarily between God and man, 
^* a flaming sword, a refiner with fire, a Mediator between 
God and man," through the turning of the sword, by the 
burning of the fire, the Mediation of Christ, the great bap- 
tizer ; in a word, a visitation of pure Life, coming in contact 
with an impure soul, and naturally burning against the 
transgressing nature ; and by a submission to iis opera- 
tion and process, the dross is consumed and the vessel is 
transformed and restored. When the thing operated upon 
by fire, becomes passive, the fire soon ceaseth ; so as man 
becomes passive to this sword, fire, or baptism, its office is 
done ; The soul being thereby purified, the baptism ceaseth 
of course — the sword is taken away, and man is found in the 
garden of God, having access to the Tree of Life, and no 
sword turning against him. 

Here thou mayest gather my views of the mediation of 
Christ, the efiective word, eiSecting the work of man's re- 
demption from sin by a sensible operation of the spirit of 
Qod upon the transgressing nature until it die. This is a 
crucifixion of the old raaif, or the will of man ; the death 
of the will was witnessed previous to life crucifixion of the 
body of Jesus, when in the resignation of his soul he uttered 
this language ; *^ Not my will but thine be done." Here is a 

nerfect reconciliation to God's will by the entire surrender of 
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ours. *•' If ye/' sayis ike a]^oiitte, '» W feeonetttdd «6 Gfod by 

the ikath of liis son, boW tamh iettfie ^nlf ye bio dared (or 

justified) by Jlis life." Here t^itk isr t6i«> eiilfre i»urreDder» 

tids perfect death of his own t^ill on tb^ ^rmaus (pi^efigured 

' by the death of Jesus our great and holy patl^m, this neces* 

oary death for every son and daughter, and that which alone 

can reoonciie any soul to God,) is buried with him in ba|»^ 

tism, by which also (by the crucifying ^ower) we are ral8^ 

with him into newnesi^of life. Without a death and burial 
there can be no resurrection. Here is the mediation of 

Chrbt, and through this mediation only I have hope of sal- 
vation, and not because of the crucifixion of ** a man ap< 
proved of God," or of the resurrection of that body from the 
grave, which was a type or shadow of good things yet to 
come ; but the body (or substance) is of Christ. 

Let us then, with the apostle, leave the principles of the 
doctrines of Christ, and go on to perfection, not laying again 
a foundation for repentance and of dead works, by a depen- 
dance on t^at which cannot save. What are ihese princi- 
ples which the apostle called on his fellow believers to leave 
behind ? Why the first lessons or beginning of their Imow- 
ledge of doctrines which were opened to their child s estate ; 
but here he would not have them still to dwell, as though 
the rudiments or first principles weie to be a full and final 
standard. The apostle undoubtedly saw the danger of this 
kind of orthodoxy in his time, aud warned the churches a- 
gainst it, knowing that in all such short-sighted constructions 
the foundation for repentance* and dead works was laid : as 
an abiding in the life and walking in the light necessarily 
implies an advancement, while those who remain among 
the tombs, the monuments of the dead, whose eyes are more 
to their elders and ancestors than to the opener of the seals, 
the dissolvor of doubts and the revealer of secrets or niyste- 
ries leading forth into an enlargement of his doctrines and 
kingdom, like Lot's wife now stand, and that too in the 
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way of otimrs, l<tt>kiiig badi: from whence they came, instead 
of going on V9 perfe^on wi^ tlie woriL of tiieir day, in a 
lively, fbrvent, faiihfttt exerciiw of their gifts, becomiiig a» a 
dew fhwck the Lord among many people, which waitetb not 
foi" man, nor tarrieth for the sons of men. But the faidiful, 
when the spirit of the Lord €rod is upon them, anointing , 
them to preach glad tidings of peace and salvation, and to 
open to the people the everlasting doctrines of triith accord- 
ing to the undeceiving vision of God, the pure openings of 
truth on their minds, wait not for the judgment Of man, nor 
the sanction or approbation of the sons of men, but in. the 
unflattering language of a faithful witness go forth against 
the deceiifui merchandize of mystery Babylon, her dark,* car- 
nal, unexperimenial doctiines of weak and foolish depend- 
ance on visible things. And however her merchants may pro- 
elaii^ against the testimonies of such as God hath appointed 
against her, and delegated to spoil her traffic, they will ere 
long be heard bewailing her fall, for strong is the Lord God 
whojudgethfaer, aud pleadeth the cause of his people; calling 
them from within her borders, and warning them not to par- 
take of her sins, that they may escape her plagues. Hath he 
not called our ^society oui of all the dark Babylonish doctrines 
of dependance on flesh aud blood ? and hath there not arisen 
in our society doctrines of the '* Beast and false Prophet,** 
which the world has long been following after ? Here the 
teachers of the people under various denominations are . 
holding i^ the self gratifying doctrines of imputative right- 
eousness, that Christ died for them that they might lire ; that 
although they are wicked, Christ is righteous, and has given 
his life a ransom for many, sad by the offering up of himself 
hath obtained eternal redemption, that by the sacrifice of his 
life on the cross he hath appeased the Father's wrath, aud 
the Father now looks uponthem through the merits of Christ ; 
and t^^agh this medium sees them as pure in all their im- 
purities. . Do ^e not also see in oar Society a certain 
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class clinging to these beloved doietriDes, growing gut of the 
perverted nnderstanding and consequent wrong construction 
of Scripture testimonies ; which coming to us clothed with 
metaphor and figure, hare always, by the carnally minded, 
the unlearned in the school of Christ, been wrested into some . 
literal meaning, tsJung the metaphor for the thing signified, 
and wholly missing the mark of its spiritual meaning. Thus 
the Jews when Jesus told them unless they eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drank his blood, they had no life in 
them, were so under the influence of their outward senses, se 
unacquainted with inward communion with God, that they 
seemed to look no further than his outward body, and mar- 
velled how he could give them his flesh to eat; but such was 
his compassion towards his too sensual, short-sighted breth- 
ren, after the flesh, that he graciously (as in many other in- 
stances)condescended to inform them that the doctrines which 
he taught were spiritual, that he had no reference to that 
mortal body, which he plainly told them profited nothing as to 
the salvation of the soul. **It is the spirit that quickeneth, 
the flesh profiteth nothing ; the words that I speak unto you 
they are spirit and they are life.*' ** I am speaking of Christ 
in you the eternal substance, and of that blood which is the 
life of all, and which is shed abroad into every soul for the 
remission of sins ;" of which the shedding of the blood of his 
outward body must always be understO'>d to be figurative* 
Thus when the cruel hard-hearted soldiers pierced his side, 
forthwith came thereout blood and water, emblematical of 
the dousing life-giving virtue proceeding from a compas- 
sionate ** God and Savior," even towards such as are cruci- 
fying to themselves the son of God afresh, piercing the hea- 
venly and divinp life with the spear of their own unlawful 
desires. But one thing I am glad in believing, and increas* 
ingly am I confirmed in it, that the Lord is ari^iing in his 
power to shake the false heavens of all denominations, and 
try their doctrines by the standard of truth ; and however 



the numerous different classes of babel-builders and idol- 
worshippers may cry out against the heralds of truth, with 
many solemn denunciations of * heresy,* * infidelity/ and the 
like, their false alarms \v\\\ have the effect more and more 
of stirring up the minds of the people to examine for them- 
selves ; and much it is to be hoped that' a thorough examina- 
tion may take place, that one stone may not be left upon an- 
other of aU their systems and structures of unexperimental 
doctrine and false hope, and a foundation of living experi- 
ence be laid by an mward acquaintance with God the foun- 
tain of all true knowledge ; on whom as we wait, onr 
strength will be so renewed and our understanding so enlar- 
ged in bis wisdom and love, as^to be made able and willing to 
go forth in his name, with the work of our day, however the 
cry of the <;raflsmen may be heard from every quarter. The 
heavens of the false rests of the children of men, have never 
passed away witljont a ** great noise ;*' the sons and daugh- 
ters of every morning of reformation have had to iiiake then* 
way againtt the multitude of the Boast's followers, wlfose 
idols being in danger of being set at nought^ occasions a 
great deal of premeditation how to preserve the clothing that 
has veiled these dead images firom the people. And as truth 
is against them, its opposite has been in many instances em- 
ployed-— many have been the misrepresentations which have 
been rabed and sent abroad ; and many uncharitable; and 
even absurd constructions have been put upon the words of 
snch as have had tp declare the undisguised truths of God 
to the people. 

Finally, my beloved friend, I am willing to confess unto 
thee and to the world, as I ever speak openly of these things 
and in secret have I said noUSBg* that I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, the done power of Qod unto salva* 
tibn ; nor of the doctrines of eternal truth in the openings of 
t&e Gospel, as they are there revealed to my oBderstandiog 
Donbtless tb6re are many things yet to be said,«es there np- 
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pears to have been but little advancement in doctrine or 
practice since the first age' of the Christian church, which 
is, therefore, but in its infancy as to knowledge; as 
the many clashings about doctrines, in different churches, 
and the great bondage that thousands evidently suffer, under 
the weak and beggarly elements of this world doth incon* 
trovertibly testify. And firmly am I persuaded to believe, 
that if faithfulness had been found with us since the firs^ 
rise of this society, the knowledge of the doctrines of the 
Gospel of Christ, according to the dispensations of his own 
spirit, wisdom and power, would ere now have been spread 
over nations who have never heard the name of Jesus con- 
veyed to them by outward voice ; but^who are. nevef theless, 
subjects of that power to which every knee shall •bow, aqd 
every tongue confess, when names and doctrines cannot 
stand us instead, but purified affections, robes of spotless in- 
nocence, made white in the blood of the Lamb, to whom, 
with the eternal Father, be ascribed the kingdom, glory and 
dominion, in the fulfilment of the word of prophecy : *' I 
will overturn, overturn, overturn, until He come whose right 
it is, and I will give it him." This he hath begun to do^ 
and this will be continue through the instrumentality of 
faithful persecuted servants, until the dark, mysterious doc- 
trines of Anti-Christ be lost in the confusion of languages, 
and the pure language of experimental doctrine and practi- 
cal religion, in mercy be returned to the people. So shall 
contentions about doctrines cease, each one being permitted 
to believe and practice what God the Xiord hath revealed to 
him : this being the one standard of the aecoontability of 
the soul which he has made. 

In much affection, I remain thy friend ; iinder eonsidera- 
ble bodily aflOietion, but rqjoieing in spirit, belienng thnt, 
notwithstanding there is cause of monrning on account of 
the many declensions which have taken place in our society, 
from tbe primitive sunplicityt sonndneu and onenen in 
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spiritt which once adorned this people, there is Btill cause 
for encouragement, that while He is smiting the shepherds 
of outward depend ance and scattering the sheep which have 
too blindly followed them. He is turning His hand upon the 
little ones; and by the visitations of His love, by the opera- 
ttons of His power, preparing the minds of many for the more 
Ml reception of the Evangelical truths of the Gospel, 
which are about to be revealed to His church, which He b 
redeeming from bondage and bringing also out of the wil- 
derness ; and as she is found leaning on the breast (the vital 
part) of her beloved, nothing shall ever be able to hinder 
her advancement— fur in the same proportion as the church 
in the different ages that are past, hath leaned on the Ali- 
suf porting Arm of the invisible One, hath she progressed 
from strength to strength aud mightily increased, even 
against the combined powers of darkness, which have had 
power to kill the body, j)ut could not with creeds, systems, 
synods nor assemblies bind the consciences of the servants 
of God, nor limit the thinking powers of the soul ; which, 
in matters of faith. He hath made accountable to Himself 
only. And often when my lot has been cast in different 
sections of the Lord's vineyard, have I been given to re- 
joice in spirit, in an undoubted belief that he was raising 
up from among the children, the rising youth of this day, a 
band of faithful militants, to bear, in their turn, the stand- 
ard of truth before the cations, meet for the nations to 
gather to. In many of this class, is this gracjpus declara- 
tion of the Redeemer fulfilled : '* He calleth his own sheep 
by name and leadeth them out.*' Yes, my beloved young 
friends, if any of your number should chance to see these 
lines, it is by name, by power, he is calling you in order to 
lead you out of all the vain customs of a transitory world 
into the permanent possession and enjoyment of the unfa- 
ding riches of Christ, which are in plenteous store for you. 
And let me entreat you as one that loves Zion, and for the 
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^enlargement of her borders hath passed through many bod - 
\\y and mental exercises, to come out of Babyloni and set 
not your hearts upon her deceitful merchandize. The Lord 
your God hath goods in store for you ; gold tried in the fire, 
and white raiment to clothe you withall; with which, if.yc 
arc willing to part with all your lying vanities, ye may be 
furnished— even the precious covering of meekness, humil- 
ity and the love of God. May this be the crown of your 
^lory, the diadem of your beauty ; so shall He whose name 
is Holy, more and more set his love upon you, and by the 
revelation of an immortal crown, eclipse the dazzling bright- 
ness of earth's fading glory in your eyes — turn your view 
from the barren mountains and desolate hills of all specu- 
lative knowledge of religions and doctrines, into die valley 
of rich pastures of life, where Shiloh's streams still water 
his heritage, and a growth in that wisdom and knowledge 
is witnessed in which is eternal life. Thus my beloved 
young friends, and all, may we leave the tilings that arc 
behind, and press forward through every momentary tribu- 
lation of flesh and spirit, into a saving knowledge and 
participation of that Word which was made flesh, (or food) 
even spiritual food ; aiUl which dwells with his people, open* 
ing an eye in ilicm which only can bchold'his invisible glory, 
the glory of the only begotten Son of God, full of grace 
and truth. This hnih my spirit many times been given 
to desire for nil, under a similar feeling to that which cloth- 
ed the mind of FJinha, when he hcsoii^Iit the l^ord to open 
the eyes of the young man that he mi:;ht see their salvation 
consisted not in the arm of flesh, but in hoj-scs and chariot5: 
of fire. And may the Lord Almighty, open the eyes of 
many to see through the veil of flesh into the invisible glory 
of his Son, his only be;50tien hfon, in every regenerated 
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